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WESTBURY-ON-SEVERN PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 16 October 2017 in Westbury Parish Hall. 

 

PRESENT:  Councillors -  P Brooke 

P Ensor 

    C Evers – Chairman 

    J Henry 

    D Landon 

    S Phelps – Vice-Chairman 

    P Radley 

    M Townsend 

    District Councillor R Boyles (partial attendance) 

    County Councillor B Robinson (partial attendance) 

    Mrs F Wallbank – Clerk  

Members of the Public:  1 (partial attendance) 

 

1 APOLOGIES:  Councillors Hill. 
 

2 MINUTES OF MEETING: Minutes of the meetings held on Monday 18 September were agreed and 

signed. 

 

3 DECLARATION OF INTEREST: Councillor Radley P1545/17/FUL 

 

4  PUBLIC COMMENT: Received 

A member of the Westbury -on-Severn C of E Primary School Governing Body sought information on 

the current situation in relation to the school's possible leasing of the bottom field owned by WoSPC.  In 

response information was provided by the Chairman and Councillor Brooke. 

 

County Councillor Robinson entered 

 

5 PLANNING MATTERS 

a) Applications:  

P1344/17/FUL Amity, Stantway Lane, WOS: Proposed single storey side extension 

Comments to the Forest of Dean District Council: 

The Parish Council has no objections to this application. 

 

P0082/17/DISCON Severn & Wye Smokery, Chaxhill: Discharge of condition 3 (roof and wall 

materials) of P1066/17/FUL 

Comments to the Forest of Dean District Council: 

The Parish Council has no objections to this application. 

 

P1444/17/FUL The Coach House, Court Farm, WOS: Conversion of Coach House to one residential 

dwelling house 

Comments to the Forest of Dean District Council: 

The Parish Council has no objections to this application. 

 

Councillor Radley sat in the “audience” whilst this matter was discussed 

P1545/17/FUL Elton Farm, (Maze Field) Littledean Road, Elton: Erection of weather shelter for Elton 

Giant Mazes (in place of seasonal tents) 

Comments to the Forest of Dean District Council: 

The Parish Council supports this application. 
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P1577/17/FUL Brookmead, Ley Lane, Minsterworth: Erection of agricultural building (Revised plan). 

Comments to the Forest of Dean District Council: 

The Parish Council has no objections to this application. 

b) Decisions:  

P1123/17/FUL Wayside, Upper Rodley Road, Rodley: Extension & alterations to existing ancillary 

accommodation – Refused. 

Appeals: None. 

c) Site Inspection: None 

 

County Councillor Robinson reported as follows: 

• Feedback from Town and Parish Councils that Amey’s service is good or outstanding – 34% 

responded to survey (16% previously).  Amey has completed 87 resurfacing schemes on target, nearly 

to 100% for 28-day defects. 

• Won’t be one contract any longer – 3 separate ones to deliver highway maintenance: 1) Structural 

maintenance 2) Roads resurfacing work 3) Specialist Services contract to deal with bridge and more 

technical works. 

• Road Safety scheme has got off the ground at the Food Festival at the Speech House.  Gave the Parish 

Council a set of posters and it is up to the Parish Council to decide where they go.  More are available 

along with car stickers and keyrings. 

 

District Councillor Boyles entered and reported as follows: 

• Forest Road Safety Campaign up and running now. 

• Road Closure from the Blaisdon Road to the Flaxley Road for works to the railway bridge on the A48 

from the 4-7.12.17 to reinstall the chevrons plates.  Hopefully will only take one night. 

• Cinderford Northern Quarter – The Forester published that the funding has been stopped but this is not 

the case so will retract their statement in the next edition. 

 

6 FINANCIAL MATTERS: 

a) Internal Audit Councillor Henry agreed to carry out the internal audit. 
b) Accounts for payment: 
Mrs F J Wallbank: 
Salary – 1- 31 October ’17 712.28 
Less NIC 3.87 708.41 Cheque No: 001766 
 

Inland Revenue: 
NIC FJW 3.87 
NIC PC 4.45 8.32 Cheque No: 001767 
 

Complete Garden Maintenance – for carrying 
Out 2 cuts during October  824.00 Cheque No: 001768 
 

GPFA Membership renewal due 1 February 2017 50.00 Cheque No: 001769 
Accounts for Payment:  £1590.73 
 

Receipts 
Total:  £0.00 

c) Audit for the year ended 31 March 2017: The Clerk reported that external auditors had completed 

the audit with minor comments.  The audit completion notices had been put on the noticeboards. 

 

7 GAPTC/NALC MATTERS:  The Chairman reported on the recent activities of GAPTC.  It was 

reported that the Clerk would attend the training course on Data Protection on the 30 November at a cost 

of £40. 
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8 MATTERS ARISING: 

a) Play Area: Nothing to report 

b) Highway Matters:  

VAS Signs: Councillor Phelps reported that he has spoken with Newnham Parish Council who have 

purchased 2 VASS themselves and confirmed that the signs were easy to move, the batteries lasted over 2 

weeks and took about 2-3 hours to recharge.  Also spoke with Rudford PC and they are also very pleased 

with their VASS and have been very successful in recording traffic speeds and this data has been passed 

to the police. 

It was agreed that the Parish Council would continue with their application to get grant monies to 

purchase 2 VASS.   Councillor Henry thought the night of the PC meeting could be one time when the 

signs are moved as Councillors are already in the vicinity.  The Chairman said he would produce a map 

that can be attached to the contract showing the proposed site locations for the VASS.  Clerk to run off 

contract, sign and send to the Chairman for his signature. 

Proposed Improvement to White lines in the Village: The Clerk produced the original plans and it was 

agreed that Councillor Henry along with the Chairman would compare the plans with the work that has 

been carried out. 

Parking of Caravan: Complaints have been received about the caravan that is parked in the village.  

Councillor Phelps said that the matter has been investigated by the Street Warden and it is all legal. 

c) Footpaths: Councillor Townsend reported as follows: 

• Footbridge behind the Church rail still broken. 

• Spoke to Geoff Wheeler about the bridle path at Ampney Lane – this will be drained and hardcore and 

stone will be put down. 

• Blocked footpaths at the refused solar farm site all open now. 

Councillor Brooke asked for an update on the blocked footpath down to the Walmore Common.  

Councillor Townsend said that this is one of the many problems already logged with Amey. 

d) Burial Ground -Progress on proposed extension: The Chairman updated the Council as follows: 

1. Currently working on developing the first draft of the planning application and gathering the 

supporting documents.  Councillor Landon has produced information for the Community Involvement 

Statement. 

2. Have received a quotation for the FODDC requested Flood Risk Assessment.  The Chairman 

explained that initially the Parish Council would need to commission a Tier 1 Assessment. The 

quotation price for this was £4870 plus VAT, with a possibility of an additional Tier 2 and Tier 3 

Assessment at an extra cost of £1,500-2,000 plus VAT.  Unless a better tender return is possible, it was 

agreed that the quotation would be accepted. 

3. On top of these costings there will be Planning Consultant + £2,000, Legal fees for drawing up new 

contracts; and the collective cost of all these fees could be in excess of £15,000.  As there is only 

£5,000 set aside in the budget for projects the Parish Council may need to consider taking out a 

PWLB loan.   

4. The proposed Playing Field has been cut by a contractor with a flail mower as the land has not been 

grazed for 2 years and the grass was very long. It was agreed that Councillor Phelps would see if he 

could get someone to graze it with their sheep. 

It was agreed that the PC would need to take legal advice before deciding on a suitable rental figure. 

e) Bus Shelter Elton – Consider replacement: The Bus Shelter has now been replaced.  Clerk to deal 

with insurance claim. 

f) Closed Churchyard – Ground Management: The Chairman apologised he had reported at last 

month’s meeting that the test areas had been cut, but this is in fact had not been the case.  However, the 

contractor has now said the areas should be cut in the next 2 weeks.  Councillor Landon said that she had 

received a complaint about the “long” areas. 

Councillor Phelps asked whether the Parish Council would be willing to carry out a joint working party 

with the PCC to “tidy-up” the Closed Churchyard.  Councillors were quite happy to join a working party. 

Churchyard Wall: The Clerk contacted Mr Joyce who previously carried out repair works to the wall 

but sadly he has retired.  He gave the Clerk details of someone else to contact.  Clerk to contact.  

Councillors thought there might be another lime mortar specialist along the A48 at Minsterworth.  The 
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Chairman said he would try and get a contact telephone number. 

g) Bus Shelter Review: Defer to next month. 

 

9 CORRESPONDENCE:  

Any Other Correspondence: 

Mr Luke Sterry. Thank you letter for the Parish Council’s support in connection with the recent planning 

application.  

Forest of Dean District Council:  Information that the newly created company is called Publica and 

employees will transfer across on the 1 November 2017.  The merger involves Cotswold, Forest of Dean, 

West Oxfordshire District Councils and Cheltenham Borough Council.  This will involve shared services 

apart from Planning. 

 

10  MATTERS RAISED FOR NOTIFICATION: 

Lydcare: Councillor Landon asked if the Councillors knew of anyone that would be a volunteer driver 

for Lydcare as currently her husband is the only one and is being kept quite busy.  Councillor Landon has 

advertised in the WoSP but to date no one has come forward.  Lydcare take care of the insurance side and 

carry out the DBS check. 

 

11 DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  Monday, 20 November 2017 commencing at 7pm. 

 

The meeting closed at 9.57pm. 

 

 


