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WESTBURY-ON-SEVERN PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 19 January 2015 in Westbury Parish Hall. 

 

PRESENT:  Councillors -  P Brooke 

    C Evers – Chairman 

    J Henry 

    D Landon 

    S Phelps – Vice Chairman 

    M Townsend 

    Mrs F Wallbank – Clerk  

     

Members of the Public:  5 (some partial attendance) 

 

1 APOLOGIES:  Councillors Ensor, Radley and District Councillor Edwards.  

 

2 MINUTES OF MEETING: Minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 15 December were agreed and 

signed. 

 

4 DECLARATION OF INTEREST: None 
 

5  PUBLIC COMMENT:  Comments received. 

 

6 PLANNING MATTERS 

a)Applications:  
P1710/14/FUL Bell House, Lumbars Lane, Newnham: Change of use of domestic pool to be used as a 

business & change of use of agricultural land to a car park 

Comments to the Forest of Dean District Council: 

The Parish Council has no objections to this application. 

 

P1272/14/FUL Leycott Farm, Lower Ley Lane, Minsterworth: Erection of a replacement dwelling & 

extension of residential court & associated works 

Comments to the Forest of Dean District Council: 

The Parish Council has no objections to this application. 

 

P0001/15/DISCON Severn & Wye Smokery, Chaxhill: Application to discharge conditions (02), (04), 

(08), (10), (11), (13), (15), (17) and (18) of P1416/14/FUL 

Comments to the Forest of Dean District Council: 

The Parish Council will comment on each condition separately as follows: 

Condition 2: No objection 

Condition 4: No objection drawing 1231_331 but have strong concerns re the use of the northern eastern 

access onto the lane which is the subject to drawing 329. The main concern relates to the safety of other 

road users and pedestrian activity.  There have already been a number of road traffic and pedestrian 

accidents in the area by the triangle.  This is a prime pick-up and drop-off point for the school buses. 

The Parish Council (PC) question the legitimacy of moving the eastern entry to the site (directly from the 

A48) because of the increased risk potential to vehicles using the slip road and question who owns the 

land claimed by the applicant as drawn by the red line. See also response to Condition 13. 

Condition 8: No objection subject to the design and construction being as per drawing 1231_329. 

Condition 10: No objection providing conditions are fulfilled as per drawing number 1231_329. 

Condition 11: The PC is unclear from the diagram and the statement made from the submission whether 

condition 11 is being successfully executed.  To this end the PC would like to discuss the matter with the 

Planning Case Officer with a view to arriving at a position sufficient to enable the PC to make an 

informed response in writing to the FODDC on this condition.  Also the PC would like Glos Highways 
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and the Environmental Agency involved in this matter because of the implications of the intended liquid 

discharges on the integrity of the A48 or neighbouring properties. 

Condition 13: We are not happy with the response to this condition regarding the alterations to eastern 

access onto the A48 on the diagram 1231_329 and the use of the slip road as it would appear to involve 

land owned by GCC not Severn & Wye Smokery. See also response to Condition 4. 

Condition 15: No objection. 

Condition 17: See response to Condition 4 

Condition 18: No objection.  

b) Decisions: 

P1790/13/PIAPA The Old Post Office, Main Road, Minsterworth: Change of use from Post Office to 

residential use – Granted 

P1684/14/FUL Bosley House, Blaisdon Road, WOS: Alterations and erection of a single storey rear 

extension for use as an annexe – Granted 

P1346/14/FUL Hopedene, Rock and Fountain Lane, Rodley: Erection of a detached garage with hobby 

room above - Granted 

Appeals: None 

c) Site Inspections: None 

 

7 FINANCIAL MATTERS: 

a) Internal Audit – Councillor Landon agreed to carry out the internal audit. 

b) Accounts for payment and receipts: The Councillors agreed the following payments: 

Mrs F J Wallbank: 

Salary – 1- 31 January  689.33 

Less tax for January  5.40 

Less NIC - 3.16 

No payment will need to be paid for sometime 

To Inland Revenue as Clerk has overpaid 

Tax over several years to the sum of £62.24 

Therefore the Parish Council NI  

Contributions will be paid to Clerk until 

The credit has been used up. 

Plus PC NI payment  3.63 692.96 Cheque No: 001607 

 

PHMC Room hire for 2014   203.50 Cheque No: 001608 

 

System Force IT: Renewal of annual  

Hosting of website  30.00 

  6.00 36.00 Cheque No: 001609 

Accounts for Payment    £932.46 

 

Receipts 
Western Power: Wayleave rent   48.33 

Total:   £48.33 

c) Precept 2015/16: The Clerk had circulated a third draft with the agenda for the Councillors perusal 

and it was agreed to increase the precept by 7.5%; i.e. £17,020. 

d) Appointment of Internal Auditor: The Clerk confirmed that the adverts had been placed on the 

website, noticeboards and sent to the editors of the Wosp and Parish Magazine.  The advert cannot be 

placed on the GAPTC website as GAPTC now offer a service following the publication of the new guide, 

Financial Regulations 2014 and Governance and Accountability for Local Councils 2014. GAPTC 

decided to offer the additional assistance to members councils to help maintain and improve their internal 

control and compliance.  They have trained a number Auditors to deliver this service who will receive 

regular training and updates in order to ensure full understanding of the Local Council requirements in 

Internal Audit, and member councils using the service will also be offered training.  GAPTC have also 

made sure that this service is fully indemnified.  It was agreed to see what response the Parish Council 
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had have to their advert before making a decision on this matter.  A decision would be taken at the March 

meeting. 

 

8 GAPTC/NALC MATTERS: Councillor Evers reported that the new Chief Executive is in post – 

Alison Robinson, and that Kim Bedford will be leaving at the end of January 2015. 

 

9 MATTERS ARISING: 

a) Play Area:  Councillor Hill said that her brother (Mike Green) is happy to paint the play equipment in 

the Spring so will keep the paint to use. 

b) Highway Matters: 
It was agreed to defer the flooding situation at Rodley, etc. to see if Councillor Robinson arrived. 

Fly Tipping:  Several 5 gallon containers had been observed stacked up just off the road at the bottom of 

Hunthill.  They each appear to be full of an oily liquid. Councillor Phelps said he would report to 

FODDC as fly tipping. 

c) Footpaths: Councillor Townsend reported that there were trees down in Ley Park and that Mr Tim 

Humphries (volunteer walker) had not been able to walk any footpaths yet. 

EWS164 has been reported as very difficult to negotiate and requires new stiles.  Clerk to report.  

d) Emergency Planning: Councillor Brooke was delighted to report that the plan had been submitted to 

the FODDC.  It was agreed that the plan should be put on the website in a pdf format.  Councillor Brooke 

would send it to the Clerk. 

The trip to the Skills Zone Centre had provided a lot of useful information. 

e) 100 years since the outbreak of the Great War:  Councillor Landon said that the first leaflet had 

been sent out with the January edition of the Wosp and she had received a lot of positive comments.  The 

second leaflet had been prepared and would go out with the February edition of the Wosp.  Then there 

would be a gap of a couple of months before the third edition was sent out.  It was agreed to put the 

leaflets on the website in .pdf format. 

f) The Strand: The Chairman reported that along with Councillors Brooke and Phelps he had attended a  

meeting with Mr Fred Larkham.  Mr Larkham claimed that where the crane was parked was not actually 

part of the parking area. Nevertheless Mr Larkahm had stated that the crane would be moved that 

weekend (17/18 January), and he requests the vehicle belonging to Strand Autos also be moved. 

Councillor Brooke said she would check the deeds re the parking area. 

The Clerk confirmed that the sign had been ordered. 

g) Complaints Procedure: A copy of the draft complaints procedure had been circulated prior to the 

meeting. The Councillors all felt that this it was very good and unanimously agreed to its adoption, and 

for it to go on the website. 

h) Superfast Broadband: Councillor Brooke had spoken with Severn Valley Woodworks about the 

potential roadworks etc and disruption for vehicles travelling around Northwood Green if BT go ahead 

with installing Superfast Broadband. She felt it was essential that BT’s contractors received full 

cooperation from traffic users, otherwise BT would just “pull” the project. 

 

Since Cllr Robinson had not arrived, the Chairman said that he would discuss item 9(b) Highway matters 

at this point of the meeting: 

He informed the meeting that the Parish Council is continuing to have a running battle trying to get 

Gloucestershire Highways/Amey to deal with the major flooding issues around the Parish as a matter of 

urgency.  WoSPC's warden Mr Richard Hewlett has done some very good work around Rodley in 

clearing out roadside drains, etc., which was beyond his call of duty, but this could not be said of 

Gloucestershire highways/Amey involvement.  The drains outside Box Bush Farm were supposed to be 

jetted by Amey on the 23 December but this was not done, and then again on Monday 16 January, but the 

Clerk had just been informed that Amey had again failed to carry out the task. Flooding is still occurring 

outside Box Bush, The Strand, Rose Dean Cottage, and the Gatwick Area.  Some work has taken place at 

Cowley Elm Farm and resulting in a slight improvement.  It was agreed to log a formal complaint with 

GCC and look at holding an “open meeting” towards the end of February/early March to which 

Councillor Robinson, Councillor Vernon Smith, Gloucestershire Highways representatives and Mark 

Harper MP would be invited. 
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10 CORRESPONDENCE:  

Any Other Correspondence: 

Mobile CCTV for the FOD: The PC had been notified that the Community Safety Partnership had been 

awarded some funds from the Police and Crime Commissioner to buy 5 mobile CCTV cameras to service 

the Market Towns and Parishes.  The cameras will be “owned” by the Town Councils and Tidenham 

Parish Council, however it would be possible for individual Parishes to hire them for a one off payment 

of £315 plus VAT. 

Questionnaire from Councillor Philip Burford: The Clerk had received a questionnaire to all Parish & 

Town Councils to be completed as part of a Scrutiny exercise to examine the activities and community 

support offered to their communities.  The Councillors felt that the questionnaire was unnecessary and 

did not wish to take part in the Scrutiny exercise.   

 

11  MATTERS RAISED FOR NOTIFICATION: None 

 

12 DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  Monday, 16 February 2015 commencing at 7pm  

 

The meeting closed at 10.03pm 


