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WESTBURY-ON-SEVERN PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 15 September 2014 in Westbury Parish Hall. 

 

PRESENT:  Councillors -  P Brooke 

P Ensor 

    C Evers – Chairman 

    D Landon 

    S Phelps – Vice Chairman 

     P Radley 

    Mrs F Wallbank – Clerk  

Members of the Public: 33 (partial attendance) 

 

1 APOLOGIES:  Councillor Green, Townsend and District Councillor Edwards.   

The Chairman made a tribute to the late Norman Stephens which was followed by a Minute’s Silence.  

 

2 MINUTES OF MEETING: Minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 21 July 2014 were agreed and 

signed. 

 

3 DECLARATION OF INTEREST: None 
 

The Chairman suspended Standing Orders to enable the members of public to participate. 

 

4 Presentation by Stephen Ingram, Development Manager, Two Rivers housing re proposed 

development at Stantway Lane – Also Keith Chaplin, Forest of Dean District Council Housing Enabling 

Officer: 

• Two Rivers currently reviewing all their sites with garages and believes that on a site next to 

Gatwick Close there is the potential to build 2 2-bedroom houses and 2 1-bedroom flats  

• There are currently 12 garages 

• Drawings only at a preliminary stage and changes can be made. 

• Looking at providing additional car parking space which would be available for rent and lockable 

by a bollard. 

Parishioners from Stantway raised concerns about the fact that the main sewer is already under pressure 

and regularly during wet weather when there are flash floods sewage bubbles up.  This is an ongoing 

problem over the last 26 years and has been raised on many occasions with no action taken.   

Keith Chaplin explained that the site would be classed as an “exception site” so the accommodation will 

go to “Westbury” people with a housing need.  Other rented housing within the Parish is open to 

anybody.  Some residents felt that the existing car parking did not need to be extended, but others 

disagreed.   It was pointed out that the Cart Shed had been refused planning permission to be developed 

partly on the grounds of extra traffic at what was considered to be dangerous junctions onto the A48 at 

Stantway Lane and Rock Lane so it would be most unfair if Highways were considered this point 

differently for extra housing at Gatwick Close, without some very good justification.   

The Chairman thanked Mr Ingram and Mr Chaplin for attending and returned to Standing Orders. 

 

5  PUBLIC COMMENT:  Elton Solar Park: Simon Murray reported that a group of 20 or so people 

had got together to “fight” the proposed Solar Park at Elton and wanted to register with the Parish 

Council the strength of local feeling against this.   

The Chairman pointed out that currently the Parish Council could not discuss this matter until such time 

as a planning application is received. 

Glevum Conservatory Approval: Concern was raised about how this matter was handled at the 

Planning Committee Meeting as it would appear that all the recommendations for rejection given by the 

Planning Officers were totally disregarded by the Members of the Planning Committee. 

Safety on the A48: Fiona Thomas – organiser of the A48 Meeting was grateful for any information on 

the accident that had happened on Jordans Hill on Friday, 19 September at 7.30am.    She was advised 

that apparently a lorry was coming from Gloucester and was stationary and a van from Elton was 

approaching Jordans Hill and stopped as the driver saw the lorry coming from Gloucester.  The car 
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behind the van did not stop and pushed the van into the bridge.  Police and ambulance in attendance but 

no one seriously hurt.  Fiona Thomas now has a contact at Network Rail and is in the “loop” 

correspondence wise with Glos Highways.  Fiona Thomas will write to Network Rail with details of the 

crash.  Councillor Phelps said that he had spoken with the Forest Review and Forrester who were going 

to run a feature on “fighting for Safer Roads” highlighting that there is a lot of shrubbery growing on the 

hill on the Elton side of the railway which reduces visibility. And would also mention that the Parish 

Council and A48 Meeting Group have requested that the 30mph speed limit is extended to Jordan Hill 

which would also improve safety. 

Some of the vegetation has been cut back on the railway track but a bare minimum and vegetation on the 

triangle of land on the right hand side belonging to Mr Mountjoy remains a problem.  One of the 

Councillors said they would make some enquiries as to the known whereabouts of Mr Mountjoy as the 

address to which Glos Highways wrote has yielded no response 

 

6 PLANNING MATTERS 

a)Applications:  
P1346/14/FUL Hopedene, Rock and Fountain Lane, Rodley: Erection of a detached garage with hobby 

room above  

Comments to the Forest of Dean District Council: 

The Parish Council has no objections to this application 

 

P1359/14/FUL Wood Barn, Upper Rodley Road Rodley: Alterations and extension to dwelling 

Comments to the Forest of Dean District Council: 

The Parish Council support this application 

b) Decisions: 

P0605/14/FUL Glevum Windows & Conservatories, Broadoak: Expansion of existing premises to 

provide 2 new buildings (workshop, training, office and storage facilities). Improved parking and 

manoeuvring areas – Granted 

Following on from the points raised in Public Comment several Councillors felt quite strongly that it is 

very questionable how this matter reached a decision at the August Planning Committee meeting. The 

Planning Officers recommended refusal of the application as it completely ignores the Local Plan.  The 

application was granted permission as the creation of jobs outweighed the impact upon the local 

landscape. 

The Parish Council has two options – ask for a judicial review which could cost £60,000 or ask for the 

Forest of Dean District Council’s decision to be called in by the Secretary of State which has to be done 

with 28 days of the decision dates (22 August 2014). It was agreed that the Parish Council would write to 

the Secretary of State. 

P0866/14/FUL 3 Stantway Lane, Westbury-on-Severn: Alterations and erection of a single storey rear 

extension and associated low retaining walls, steps and ramp. (Demolition of existing conservatory and 

outhouse) - Granted 

P0076/14/DISCON The Paddocks, Lower Ley Lane: Discharge of condition 05 (landscaping) of 

D0309/14/FUL - Granted 

P0382/14/FUL White Gate, Wintles Hill, WOS: Extension to existing shed. (Retrospective) - Granted 

Appeals: None 

c) Site Inspections: None 

d) Enforcement Matters: Glos Mini MX: As two gentleman had requested an update on this matter in 

Public Comment it was agreed that the Clerk would read out the lengthy email received from Peter 

Maunder following a site meeting which was held on 25 July with Mr & Mrs Lloyd (landowners), Nic 

Bainton (FODDC Enforcement Officer), James Holland (FODDC Environmental Health Officer) and 

Peter Maunder (PROW Amey Gloucestershire) all present.  The email had been circulated to all the 

Councillors for their information.   

 

The Chairman brought forward agenda item 9h (Closed Churchyard).  The Vicar, Steve Taylor reported 

that he had been approached by Mrs Hilary Reynolds about placing a memorial bench in the Closed 

Churchyard behind the back of the War Memorial.  The Clerk said that this matter had been discussed at 

the July Parish Council meeting and the Councillors were going to have a site inspection as to where the 
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best position would be to put the seat.  Mrs Reynolds had sent the Clerk a picture of the proposed bench 

which had been sent to the Chairman who was quite happy with the style.  The Vicar went on to report 

that Mrs Reynolds had actually purchased the seat and had it placed in the Closed Churchyard where it 

had been pinned to the ground.  He has spoken with the Church Council who confirmed that the Closed 

Churchyard is under ownership of the diocese and the Parish Council is responsible for the maintenance 

of the Churchyard.  He went on to say that although Mrs Reynolds purchased the seat, once place in the 

Churchyard it becomes the ownership of the Church and he had drafted a letter which he intended to send 

to Mrs Reynolds and requested that the Parish Council should send a similar letter.  The Clerk added that 

she had spoken to the Parish Council’s insurance company who had quoted an extra £2.06 to insure the 

seat – it was agreed that Parish Council would go ahead insuring the seat. 

 

6 FINANCIAL MATTERS: 

a) Internal Audit – Councillor Brooke agreed to carry out the internal audit. 

b) Accounts for payment and receipts – The Councillors agreed the following payments: 

Mrs F J Wallbank: 

Salary – 1- 30 September  689.33 

Less tax for September -   (5.62) 

Less NIC -  (3.16) 

No payment will need to be paid for sometime 

To Inland Revenue as I have overpaid 

Tax over several years to the sum of £62.24 

Therefore the Parish Council NI  

Contributions will be paid to me until 

The credit has been used up. 

Plus PC NI payment  0.50 689.83 Cheque No: 001590 

  

    

Ilex Garden Maintenance – 8th cut  641.76 Cheque No: 001591 

 

Grant Thornton: Audit fees for the year ended 

31 March 2014  100.00 

  VAT 20.00  120.00 Cheque No: 001592 

 

Northwood Green playing field rent  10.00 Cheque No: 001593 

 

Chairman’s Expenses   25.00 Cheque No: 001594 

Accounts for Payment    £1486.59 

 

Receipts 
FJ Cambridge:  

Additional Inscription for the late  

Lizzie Freeman  25.00 

Headstone for the late Margaret Cooper 80.00 

Tablet for the late Roy Sidney Jones 60.00 165.00 

 

M S Watkins: 

Annual rental of field  150.00 

Interment fee for the late Linfield 80.00 

 

Burial fees for the late Goulding  

(non-parishioner) exclusive right  

plus interment fee  900.00 

 

Fees in connection with the late Norman 

Stephens for interment of ashes and a 80.00 
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Tablet of stone  60.00 1270.00 

Total Receipts   £1295.00 

c) Appointment of Internal Auditor/Completion of Audit for 2013/14: The Councillors were very 

grateful to Mr Gardner for carrying out the internal audit but felt that in accordance with the Accounts & 

Audit Regulations 2006 and the impending changes with the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 

Councils are required to conduct an annual review of the effectiveness of the system of internal audit, but 

since he had performed the task for a decade, as it is normal minor authority practice not to utilise the 

same auditor for more than 5 years a “fresh pair of eyes” looking at the way the Parish Council conducts 

its business would be a good idea.  The Clerk was asked to write to Mr Gardner thanking him for 

carrying out the internal audit for the last 10 years in such a professional and thorough manner.  It was 

noted that, to conform with current/new internal audit regulations, a number of important conditions 

would have to be met when choosing a replacement. 

The Clerk confirmed that the external auditor had signed off the accounts and had not raised any points 

and the audit completion notices and been displayed on the noticeboards. 

d) Parish Hall Renovation Works: Councillor Landon said that to date it had cost £61,000 to have the 

floor replaced in the hall with various knock on effects when these works have been carried out.  Also 

one of the cookers had been “condemned” and was going to cost £7-10,000 to replace.  Nic Donlon had 

been working very hard in obtaining grants and parishioners had lent money to enable to works to be 

completed.  Some Councillors felt that if the Parish Council gave a financial contribution it could open 

the floodgates for other organisations to request financial help.  It was agreed to discuss this matter 

further at the October meeting. 

Councillor Landon said that the Parish Supper would be held on the 4 October 2014 at 7.30pm and 

encouraged everyone to attend and support this event. 

e) Clerk’s PC: The Clerk had circulated a note with the agenda about her PC which she had to replace.  

She had to purchase new software to enable her to do her job and proposed that the cost of £189 plus 

VAT be split between the three Parish Councils she Clerk's for, with each paying £63.  She asked if 

Westbury-on-Severn Parish Council would agree to pay the whole cost so that the VAT could be claimed 

back and then Deerhurst and Minsterworth Parish Council would reimburse Westbury accordingly.  The 

Councillors were in full agreement. 

 

7 GAPTC/NALC MATTERS: The Chairman reported the following: 

• Government turns down business rate proposal The Government has turned down a proposal for 

a share of business rates to go to parish and town councils, suggesting they do not see local 

economic development as part of their localism role. 

• New Chief Officer Mrs Jacquie Webster is to succeed Ms Kim Bedford as Chief Officer of the 

Association. Jacquie has experience in financial and legal matters, recently being Clerk to 

Quedgeley Parish Council. Jacquie joins GAPTC on 6 October and Kim completes her term of office 

on 13 October. 

• The implication for local councils when Audit Commission closes The Local Audit and 

Accountability Act became law in January and as a consequence the Audit Commission will close. 

Sadly this doesn't mean councils no longer need to keep accounts or be subject to an audit regime. 

What it does mean is that all councils will have to appoint their own auditors, but there is still a lot of 

work to be done by Government, which may form a sector led body to deal with this. GAPTC is 

closely monitoring this and will be sending out advice once the situation is clarified, one possibility 

being GAPTC operating a fully accredited central audit service and training arrangement. 

• Thinking of providing a defibrillator for your community? A number of local councils are 

providing this resource, the power is often cited as Section 137 but should in fact be in section 234 

of the Public Health Act 1936 - to provide such life-saving appliances. 

 

8 MATTERS ARISING: 

a) Play Area: The hedges have all been cut and the damaged pig wire has been dragged out.  A working 

party from the Parish Hall would make the gaps good. Wet-pour surfacing needs attention as it has started 

to lift again on the coloured sections.  Clerk to contact Greenfields to obtain a quotation for carrying out 

the necessary repairs.  Councillor Brooke said that at some point soon the log would need to be removed 

as it was rotting. Councillors to have a think/look at what it could be replaced with. 
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b) Highway Matters: 

The Strand Ditches: No further update. 

Problems around the Parish: Nothing further to report – Clerk to chase. 

Safety on the A48:  

Lower Ley Lane Some potholes had been filled, but the rest of the lane remains in a very poor state. 

c) Footpaths: EWS 94: Discussed earlier under Enforcement Matters. 

In the absence of Councillor Townsend the Clerk confirmed that his report had been circulated to all 

Councillors.  It was as follows: 

• The footpaths are now re-opened in Ley Park Woods, spoken to Peter Maunder and has removed all 

the closure signs. A little bit of work to clear undergrowth in some areas, but overall not too bad. He 

would spend some time clearing in there. 

• He went to the Elton Solar Farm open day and discussed the footpaths that would be affected on the 

proposed site. He was informed that the footpaths would remain in place and there were no plans to 

divert them. Where they ran through they would be fenced off, to allow clear access. 

• No further news on the Chaxhill, Adsett and Blaisdon Bridge footpaths. He would chase Peter 

Maunder 

d) Emergency Planning: Councillor Brooke reported that Mandy Howell – the new co-ordinator- could 

attend the Parish Council meeting on Monday 17 November and she would convene a meeting on the 4 

November at her (Cllr Brooke's) house. 

e) 100 years since the outbreak of the Great War: Councillor Landon reported that she was still 

researching and collecting information and she had so much information it will be much bigger than a 

booklet, more like a book.  She was involved in an interview with Pete Wilson from BBC Radio 

Gloucestershire. 

The Chairman and Councillor Phelps said that they had counted the letters on the War Memorial and 

there were 1,000.  They have spoken with Damsell Monumental Masons who would charge 60p per letter 

to refresh the letters but it would not be using the original method.  They had also been to visit Mr Cyril 

Martin who said that there may be grants available for renewing the letters.  Some Councillors were 

concerned that the letters are readable now and that using a different system they may not be.  Further 

information and thought was needed.  

f) Bus Shelters:  Defer to next month. 

g) Vacancy for a Councillor: The Clerk confirmed that the vacancy had been advertised on the 

noticeboards and there had not been a request for an election.  She had received an expression of interest 

from Mr John Henry in joining the Parish Council.  His email had been forwarded to the Councillors for 

their information.  The Councillors unanimously voted for Mr Henry to join the Parish Council.  Clerk to 

send the relevant paperwork and invite him to attend the next Parish Council meeting on Monday, 20 

October where he will be invited to sign his Declaration of Acceptance at the beginning of the meeting in 

order to participate. 

The Clerk said that she had received an email from Councillor Green who was sorry he could not attend 

tonight’s meeting. He really felt very embarrassed missing so many meetings due to family and business 

commitments and would appreciate the other Councillors thoughts on whether they feel it best if he 

resigns.  The Councillors agreed that they would very reluctantly accept Councillor Green’s resignation if 

it was his wish.  Clerk to write to Councillor Green and subject to his resignation inform the FODDC 

accordingly and advertise the vacancy.  

h) Closed Churchyard – Request for seat: The Chairman had brought forward this item see above. 

i) Revision of Standing Orders: The Clerk reported that there had been an amendment to Nalc’s 2013 

Model Standing Orders - photographing, recording, broadcasting or transmitting the proceedings of a 

meeting by any means is not permitted with the Council’s consent.  This has been amended by the 

Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014.  The Clerk read out the new proposed standing 

order and the Councillors were happy with the wording.  Clerk to amend the Standing Orders 

accordingly. 

 

9 CORRESPONDENCE: None. 

 

10  MATTERS RAISED FOR NOTIFICATION: 

Car Park at The Strand: the Clerk confirmed that the deeds had been returned from Land Registry. 
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Councillors reported that the crane was still parked on the carpark and the Street Warden had been to 

have a look, 

Westbury Court Gardens: Consultation Drop-in Event Saturday, 20 September 10-2pm re Flood 

Alleviation Scheme. 

 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 10.10pm. 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 10.10pm.  


