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A t a packed meeting at the Parish 
Hall on 17th February, Parish 
Council Chairman, Simon 

Phelps, introduced the chief forward 
planning officer of the Forest of Dean 
District Council, Nigel Gibbons, who 
gave some background to the submis-
sion of the plan for a vast housing de-
velopment, largely in Westbury parish.  
He explained that a consultation about 
the Local Plan was held last year and 
the proposal for the  so-called ‘eco-
village’ was submitted by developers 
Ridge and Partners of Cheltenham in 
response to this consultation. The con-
cept of the plan is a “sustainable com-
munity” of 5000 houses, built on farm-
land, with its own railway station. Plans 
of the proposed development were on 
display at the meeting.

The large audience was invited to ask 
questions and express opinions and 
there was no shortage of speakers, who 
covered numerous problems including 
the risk to Walmore Common, the exist-
ing traffic congestion and the lack of 
supporting infrastructure.
Storm Dennis had lent support to the 
speaker who pointed out that the area 
was prone to flooding, as much of  it 
was under water at the time of the meet-
ing. Simon Phelps asked that all present 
leave their contact details so that they 
can be kept informed and concluded the 
meeting with thanks to Nigel Gibbons 
for coming and a request for a show of 
hands, which demonstrated the over-
whelming opposition to this proposal.  
Di Landon

For a full report, see supplement

Westbury says ‘No’ 
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Parish Council

Following the public meeting, 
parish councillors adjourned to 
the lounge for our usual monthly 

meeting. Brian Robinson, our County 
Councillor, explained that council tax 
will be increased this year as extra 
funds are needed for children’s and 
adult care services. He is now the chair-
man of the Scrutiny Committee for 
Health and Wellbeing and so this will 
be his key interest. Ofsted are now car-
rying out an update on their previous 
report on children’s services and will be 
doing a full review in a few months, by 
which time it is hoped that they will no 
longer be considered “inadequate”. 
Andrew Middlecote from Gloucester-
shire Highways was due to meet Chair-
man Simon Phelps and Michael Town-
send shortly regarding various issues on 
our local roads. Brian also reminded us 
that the Local Transport Plan is under-
way with formal public consultation 
taking place up to March 26th 2020. If 
y o u  w i s h ,  y o u  c a n  v i s i t 
www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/ltp-review 
to view the Draft Plan for Consultation 
and make your views known through 
the online survey.
Moving on to planning matters, there 
were no objections to an application for 
two extensions to Glencairn on Wintles 
Hill and an application for a dwelling 
for staff accommodation at Severn and 
Wye Smokery was supported, on the 
condition that it was only for housing 
Smokery staff.  Further to the public 
meeting regarding the ecovillage pro-
posal, it was agreed to invite a represen-
tative of Ridge and Partners, the prop-
erty and construction consultants behind 
the proposal, to another public meeting.
Highways  Severn Trent are investigat-

ing problems at Acres Corner in North-
wood Green where it is believed that 
rainwater is getting into the sewers. 
Work is in progress at Stantway, but we 
understand that the fountain which peri-
odically erupts from the manhole cover 
has been in full spate during the recent 
wet weather.
Footpaths  A lot of work has been done 
on the parish’s footpaths over recent 
months and this may well be due to 
Mike Townsend's constant pressure on 
the Public Rights of Way (PROW) 
team. However, a recent complaint that 
some stiles do not make it easy for dog 
walkers has not got very far, as appar-
ently there is no requirement for land-
owners or the PROW team to make 
stiles accessible for dogs.
Burial Ground  A meeting is now be-
ing arranged with the County Council 
and our solicitor to discuss the new 
lease and rent of the playing field. 
Milestones  Councillors have been 
asked to take photos of these so that we 
can assess what is needed to preserve 
them.  Any work needed is usually paid 
for by the parish council. 
Correspondence  Councillors have 
been invited to a Climate Action Day at 
the end of March and Chairman Simon 
and Peter Radley will be representing 
Westbury. Rev Steve Taylor had con-
sulted the Parish Council regarding 
ringing the bells in the Tower at West-
bury to celebrate the 75th anniversary of 
VE day, a suggestion that we fully sup-
ported.
We had not heard from Gloucester 
Autograss regarding the dates of their 
meetings this year, but Fiona had 
checked their website and the meetings 
at Elton Corner will take place on 29th

March, 12th April and 24th May. She 
contacted them and they have since 
confirmed these dates and will be dis-

www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/ltp
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tributing flyers soon. 
The next meeting will be on Monday 
16th March at 7pm. Di Landon

Hall Matters
For the second month running, the 

February meeting of the Parish Hall 
Management Committee was held on a 
filthy night, which may, or may not, 
have contributed to a larger than usual 
number of apologies for absence. The 
smaller than usual number of members 
who were present were therefore doubly 
nonplussed when they trooped into the 
hall to find that sufficient tables and 
chairs to accommodate a Billy Graham 
rally had been set out. The enthusiasm 
and optimism of the two members who 
had preceded those of us who had loi-
tered in the bar, and arranged the seat-
ing, was explained by the fact that they 
thought it was the AGM.                                              
Running through the matters arising 
from the minutes, Chair Jan D’Am-
brogio confirmed that she had been in 
touch with the company responsible for 
the heating. She also confirmed that no 
further progress had been made in nego-
tiations with Water Plus (Severn Trent) 
over  the account confusion. There was 

widespread outrage at the incompetence 
of the Water Plus accounts department.
Treasurer’s Report
Sarah Mitten had circulated the ac-
counts ahead of the meeting. She noted 
that the hall finances were in good 
shape, adding that we had been the 
beneficiary of a £2,000 bequest from a 
parishioner. We had yet to pay for the 
new fire exits in the hall.
Projects
Jan added the lounge heating to the list 
of outstanding projects. She explained 
that the bill for the fire exits had not 
been paid as we were waiting for the 
installer to remedy a fault with the 
opening mechanism, She went on to 
explain that an extractor fan for the 
whole kitchen, not a cooker hood fan, 
would cost about  £2,000, and an audio 
loop for hearing aid wearers would be 
£847 plus VAT. 
Severndipity Club (bar)
The accounts had been circulated ahead 
of the meeting. Ken Boulton reported 
on a disappointing month, mainly re-
lated to adverse weather conditions in-
terrupting the sports programme, but 
also, as he put it ‘a sign of the times’.
Fundraising
Jan advised that there would be a meet-
ing of the fundraising committee on 
Tues 3rd March at 8pm at the Hall and 
welcomed anyone who felt they would 
like to contribute. Events already 
planned included a Bucks Fizz Brunch 
on March 29th, a Karaoke Night on June 
6th, a barbeque and band on August 8th

and a ‘Kebabaret (Burlesque cabaret 
and kebab) on November 21st. A 
Salmon Lunch was being planned and 
of course the Summer Show, which is 
on Sunday September 6th. There is also 
to be a fundraiser in aid of the Multiple 
Sclerosis Society in memory of Anna 

Our next churchyard working party will 
be on Sat 14th March between 10am and 
1pm (weather permitting). All are very 
welcome and refreshments are provided 
but please bring your own tools. 
Come and enjoy the primroses and snow-
drops too.
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Events this month
Nosh & Natter
Thursday 12 March 12noon -
2:30pm
Age Concern Lunch Club
Friday 27th March 11am-2:30pm 
Bucks Fizz Brunch
Sunday 29th March (see poster p5)

Meetings
AGM for Westbury Parish Hall 
Management Committee followed 
by Committee meeting
Tuesday 10th March 7.30pm
Parish Council Meeting
Monday 16th March 7pm

Regular Groups
Short Mat Bowls - Every Monday 
7:30pm, Weds 1:30pm
Zumba Gold Low Impact - Every 
Thursday 9:30am-10:30am
Westbury Rugby Club Training -
Every Tues from 7pm
contact Ken Boulton 01452 760285
Mother & Toddler - Every Friday 
9am-11pm
Community Bar Open - Every Tues-
day, 8-10pm and Saturday 5-10pm open 
from 3.30pm on Match Days. 

PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
WESTBURY ON SEVERN 

PARISH HALL MANAGEMENT 
COMMITTEE 

10 MARCH 2020
7:30 pm- 8:00 pm 

IN THE MAIN HALL

COME ALONG TO FIND OUT MORE 
AND 

BECOME A TRUSTEE OF THE 
PARISH HALL BY JOINING 

THE PARISH HALL MANAGEMENT 
COMMITTEE

WESTBURY ON SEVERN PARISH HALL IS 
A REGISTERED CHARITY 301644

A couple of choice insults:
“A room temperature IQ”
“All foam, no beer”

Tempest. All these events will be publi-
cised here in the WoSP.
Odds and Ends
Ken Boulton sought to clarify the cause 
of the foul odours in the gents’ loo in 
the lounge, which he maintained was 
due to a constriction in the flow of wa-
ter to the flushing cistern.
The possibility of an ‘Honours Board’ 
for Parish Hall Chairmen (and women) 
was resurrected, and will be discussed 
at the AGM….which is on March 10th

at 7.30pm                  Ed
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Sunday Brunch Menu
Full English  - 2 sausages, 

2 rashers of bacon, egg, tomato, 
baked beans, mushrooms, saute 

potato, toast and a glass of 
Bucks Fizz   . . . . . . . . . £12

As above but with tea instead of 
Bucks Fizz . . . . . . . . . . .£8
Children’s breakfast . . . . £6
Vegan Breakfast – Avocado, 
vegan sausage, tomato, baked 

beans, wilted spinach and mush-
rooms, with tea and toast . . . . .£8

Westbury Parish Hall

The Westbury 
branch of the 
Royal British 

Legion met on 4th

February at North-
wood Green Social 
Ha l l .  Chairman 
Simon Phelps wel-

comed David Harris to the committee 
and John and Beryl Watts were thanked 
for all their hard work on organising the 
Poppy Appeal. Local residents had been 
extremely generous as usual and several 
collectors received over £200 in dona-
tions door-to-door. The Poppy Lunch 
had also, as usual, been a popular and 
well-attended fund raiser and we are all 
sorry that this was the last Poppy lunch 
that Pauline Hayward will be doing. 
The lunches produced by Pauline and 
her helpers have always been thor-
oughly enjoyed by a packed hall and 
will be missed. The collection in West-
bury amounted to over £2,100, and 
when proceeds from the lunch were 
added, the total reached over £2,900. 
A coffee morning will be the next Brit-
ish Legion fundraiser and we will be 
talking to the Minsterworth branch with 
a view to making this a joint event. 
Memories of a previous event, the com-
memoration of the centenary of the end 
of the First World War, were revived, 
as books of photographs taken by Pete 
Wilson on the day were distributed. The 
next meeting will be on Tuesday 7th

April at 7.30pm at Northwood Green 
Social Hall.                    Di Landon

“Retirement means twice as much hus-
band and half as much money.”
“ There is no cure for birth and death 
save to enjoy the interval”
“I don’t need you to remind me of my 
age, I have a bladder to do that.”
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Our AGM is coming up on 26th

March and we look forward to 
hearing what our members 

think of things so far and what they 
would want to see in the future. Also, as 
Westbury Players runs on a voluntary 
basis, we are always looking for active 
committee members, actors, backstage 
and support crew and potential direc-
tors, writers and producers. Whether we 
can harness such a creative surge of 
energy would be a nice challenge to 
face - I am sure we can.
It would also be good to have someone 
on the committee to represent the 
younger demographic, who played such 
an important part in the last pantomime, 
and I hope to discuss this at the AGM.
We are now casting for the Spring pro-
duction - a comedy whodunit called A 
Fete Worse Than Death. Early discus-
sions have revealed a chronic shortage 
of female actors and so I am sending 
out a plea to the ladies of the village to 
arise as one and reclaim your place on 
stage, entertaining the village!! Our 
alternatives seem to be shaving Clive 
Tempest and sticking him in a dress or 
doing a male only production, but 
frankly The Full Monty or Dad’s Army 
doesn’t appeal at the moment.
We are also looking for Producers/
Directors and if you want to dip your 
toe in the water as assistant Directors/
Producers that is possible. I am hoping 
this message triggers a surge in oestro-
gen levels and a wave of enthusiasm for 
all you Meryl Streeps out there. 

If you are interested in joining us please 
contact May Brass on 760506 or e-mail 
us at westburyplayers@gmail.com
Mark Landon

WESTBURY PLAYERS

AGM
(Followed by a General Meeting)

THURSDAY
26th MARCH 2020

8.00 pm

WESTBURY PARISH 
HALL 

This is an open meeting, everyone is welcome.   
Please come along if you are interested in find-
ing out more about our Group.  We are always 
looking for new members - actors, directors, 
back stage workers, etc.

For further information please contact 
May Brass, Secretary, 01452 760506

Library @ Northwood Green
The library service will be visiting 
Northwood Green Social Hall on: 
Thursday 12th March 10.00-12.00

(During the coffee morning)
You can reserve books to collect, return 

items and browse a small collection.
To reserve books, visit: 

http://capitadiscovery.co.uk/gloslibraries/
home

Please choose Northwood Green Commu-
nity Access Point as your collection site.

Contact: 
E-mail: library-

helpline@gloucestershire.gov.uk 
Website:  www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/

libraries 
Telephone:  01452 426973

http://capitadiscovery.co.uk/gloslibraries/
Website:  www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/
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Church Times

The main church season be-
tween Christmas and Easter is 
called Lent and begins on Ash 

Wednesday, which falls this year on 
Feb 26th.  The season runs up to Easter 
Saturday, which is April 12th this year, 
and reminds us of a time in the early 
church when candidates were prepared 
for an Easter baptism.  In scripture the 
season is linked to the testing Jesus ex-
perienced in the desert in the early days 
of his ministry.   I can see no reason 
why we shouldn’t use the season our-
selves to examine the integrity of our 
lives before God.   To do so would be to 
follow in the footsteps of the genera-
tions before us.
Self-denial and meditation are often 
seen as important aspects of Lent.  We 
may adopt a pattern of fasting or of 
doing without some material item.  We 
may embark on a discipline of prayer in 
a new way.  We may look for fresh op-
portunities to give in support of those in 
need.  Whatever path we take through 
Lent, the heart of the matter has to be a 
desire to approach more closely to God.  
There is a number of events offered in 
our benefice, each of which may assist 
in drawing closer to God at this Lenten 
season, as follows:-
Ash Wednesday (26th Feb) services, 
Westbury (2pm) and M’worth (7pm).
Compline – a service of quiet reflection 
and prayer at Northwood Green every 
Friday in Lent at 6.00pm for 20 min-
utes.
Lent Lunches Feb 29, March 7, 14, 
21.  12.30pm-2.00pm, £5 per person, in 
aid of Gloucester City Mission, to be 
held at Northwood Green Hall.
Lent Course   Every Tuesday in March 
at 4.30pm in each parish church, as fol-

lows:- 3.3 (BL),   10.3 (FL),   24.3 
(MI),    31.3 (WoS).   This course will 
follow the booklet “Tenants of the 
King” from Operation Noah.
Best wishes Rev. Steve Taylor

Gloucestershire Care and 
Support Guide 2020 

The Gloucestershire Care and Sup-
port Guide  2020 has been published 
in association with Gloucestershire 
County Council (GCC) and gives 
readers information on how to live 
well for longer, independently, and in 
their own home. It also explains how 
to access a wide range of services for 
those who need extra care or support, 
whether  in their own home or in a 
care home. 
Research in Gloucestershire shows 
the majority of people want to stay in 
their own home for as long as possi-
ble, so GCC is encouraging residents 
to find out how to maintain their in-
dependence and what solutions could 
work for them when they need extra 
support. 
The updated guide is available to 
download, view, or listen to online at 
www.carechoices.co.uk/publication/
g l oucest er sh ir e-car e- ser vi ces -
directory 
Free copies of this guide are avail-
able from Gloucestershire Carers 
Hub, hospitals, libraries, GP surger-
ies, Age UK, and Alzheimer’s Soci-
ety. You can also order a hard copy 
of the guide from the Adult Social 
Care Helpdesk at Gloucestershire 
County Council on 01452 426868 or 
e m a i l  s o c i a l -
care.enq@gloucestershire.gov.uk
The guide is also available on the 
Your Circle website where you can 
find information to help you find 

www.carechoices.co.uk/publication/
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your way around care and support and 
connect with people, places, and activi-
t i es  in  Gl oucest er sh ir e.  Visi t 
www.yourcircle.org.uk

Can you read this? "Tihs si a wya you 
nac teg an diea of hawt ti is keli ot 
rstulegg wthi readgin"
You may be able to work it out, but 
............  in the 21st Century being able 
to read is a vital life skill , which thou-
sands of people lack.
In the Forest of Dean there are an 
estimated 5,000 people whose reading  
and writing skills are insufficient for 
the complexity of modern life. If you 
are reading this, you are NOT one of 
them, but you may know someone who 
is, possibly without being aware of it. 
People who are unable to read or write 
well, often develop sophisticated strate-
gies for hiding the fact, as they do not 
want to admit it, which makes it diffi-
cult for them to get help.
We need YOUR help to spread the 
word that there IS FREE HELP 
AVAILABLE, here in the Forest of 
Dean.
FRED (Forest Read Easy Deal) is a 
scheme available to any adults who 
wish to learn to read or write, or im-
prove their reading and writing skills. 
FRED has trained volunteer coaches, 
able to adapt to the needs of each indi-
vidual, and you can assure anyone who 
might be interested, that any contact 
with FRED will be totally confidential.

For more information see
http://www.forestreadeasydeal.org.uk/
or get in touch by phone or email
07746 371353
info@forestreadeasydeal.org.uk

Nosh and Natter
at

Westbury Parish Hall
Thursday 12th March 2020 

Food served between
noon and 1.30pm

Spicy carrot and red lentil soup
Beef and mushroom stew with red 

wine
Lemon tart

Vegetarian option available on the 
day

£8.00 two courses:  £10.00 three 
courses

Come along for a natter and some 
home- made food 

Either see in person or call
Gail on 760495/ Jan on 760630 to 

book a seat 
so we can cater accordingly

Thank you 

www.yourcircle.org.uk
http://www.forestreadeasydeal.org.uk/
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Fly tipping

The FoDDC has launched a cam-
paign about fly-tipping, a prob-
lem that we have encountered on 

several occasions in Westbury. As well 
as educating the public on what consti-
tutes flytipping, the campaign also en-
courages residents and businesses to 
follow the campaign’s S.C.R.A.P. code, 
which provides a checklist to follow 
when arranging one-off collections of 
waste.
The S.C.R.A.P. Code
Suspect all waste carriers; do not let 
them take your waste until they have 
proven themselves to be legitimate.
Check their waste carrier’s registration 
details, then verify them by searching 
the Environment Agency or by calling 
03708 506 506.
Refuse unsolicited offers to have any 
rubbish taken away.
Ask what exactly is going to happen to 
your rubbish and seek evidence that it is 
going to be disposed of appropriately.
Paperwork should be obtained. Make 
sure you get a proper invoice, waste 
transfer note or a receipt for your waste 
removal – this should give a description 
of the waste and provide the waste car-
rier’s contact details.

Northwood Green 
Gardening Club

Meetings held at Northwood Green 
Social Hall, GL 14 1NB, at 7.30 pm 

unless otherwise stated. 
Enquiries: contact Sue Stephens 01452 

760773
Visitors welcome to any meetings, cost 

£3
Thursday 5 March 

Alpines around the garden
by Pam Turner

Pam started growing alpines when she 
bought a house in the Cotswolds, al-

most 45 years ago which was on a slope 
with a large pile of stones and no 

money to spend on a garden. Dobies 
seeds came to the rescue with an offer 
of 6 packets of easily grown alpines-

and she’s been growing them ever 
since.

Saturday 21 March  2 pm  
Visit to Daffodil Fields from Oxenhall 

Church Hall,  Newent, SO 711 268

A circular walk from Oxenhall through 
the wild daffodil country in north-west 
Gloucestershire. Tea to be provided in 

Oxenhall Church Hall at 3.30 pm.
Cost: £6.50 to include tea/coffee and 

homemade cakes/scones with jam and 
cream ‘Change’ is scientific, ‘progress’ is ethi-

cal; change is indubitable, whereas pro-
gress is a matter of controversy.  
Bertrand Russsell

Children need love, especially when 
they do not deserve it. Harold S. Hul-
bert



10

Redmarley FC 2:3 Westbury Utd
Westbury surged to 5th place in the 
Premier Division with a fine win, com-
ing from behind having given up a first 
minute goal to the opposition. Young 
Ivan made a return to goalkeeping du-
ties and pulled off several fine stops.

However, in a recurring theme the Di-
rector of Football was left to muse over 
the source of the goals - a creaking 
Mike Jeffries dragged out of retirement 
scored twice and ageing train driver 
John Westby, making his first appear-
ance of the season slotted home a pen-
alty.
The ageing theme was played out in 
spades for the second team where the 
ranks were bolstered by Andrew Jayne, 
a seasoned birdwatcher and frequent 
supporter but whose best playing days 
were seen in the 20th century and, I kid 
you not dear reader, yours truly. Not 
surprisingly the annoyingly strong op-
position managed to overcome the “lads 
and dads” put out, but at least the fix-
ture was fulfilled and young skipper 
Gaz Williams put in an enthusiastic 
display holding the creaking (literally) 
defence together until the last 10 min-
utes when the goals started raining in. 
Jake Harper did well in goal and had 
plenty of practice so not a wasted after-
noon for him. If you really insist on 
knowing, the final score was 7-0. Bah !
However it does raise the issue as to 
what the denizens of the Parish were up 
to between the years 1990-2005 be-
cause clearly it wasn’t procreating -
alternatively maybe the parish council 
were prosecuting such a fierce Chinese 
style birth control policy that, like the 
Chinese, we face a chronic shortage of 
fit young men who like to kick a foot-
ball. I can only encourage the younger 
generation not to make the same mis-
takes of the past otherwise we could be 
seeing Zimmer frames rather than 
curses being hurled at the referee in 
future, or worse still colostomy bags 
sprinkled around the pitch after the full 
time whistle rather than the traditional 
water bottles.  

CALL FOR SITES
STRATEGIC HOUSING AND ECONOMIC 

LAND AVAILABILITY ASSESSMENT 
(SHELAA) 2020

Forest of Dean District Council is 
inviting suggestions on where 
land in the district could be used 

for housing, and for sites that could be 
potentially used for employment as well 
as for housing, or for a combination of 
both.
The study assists the Council in identify-
ing suitable land in order to meet the 
communities housing and employment 
needs. This process will be particularly 
important for this year, as suggested 
sites could help support the development 
of a new Local Plan, which will guide 
the development of future housing and 
employment up to the year 2041. 
If anyone would like to put forward a 
site(s) that is considered to have housing 
or employment potential, they can 
download a form from the Forest of 
Dean District Councils web site 
www.fdean.gov.uk – follow the Local 
Plan (new)/ SHLAA tabs- or call Mat-
thew Green on 01285 623489 to be sent 
a form. Please return forms of potential 
sites to: Matthew Green, Local Plans, 
Forest of Dean District Council, High 
Street, Coleford, GL16 8HG by 29th

March 2020 if you wish your site(s) to 
be considered.). All the information will 
be  available through the Councils web-
site. 

Football Roundup

www.fdean.gov.uk 
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Westbury Utd    1-2   Whitecroft FC 
In the absence of a 1st team match, the 
2nds took centre stage hosting White-
croft FC A XI, who were, confusingly, 
really Whitecroft B. However, the main 
point was that the 2nds, who sadly prop 
up the division, were playing the only 
team realistically within range who sat 
one place higher.
Given these circumstance, one would 
have thought the team would have been 
up for it and, given the 1sts having a 
week off, putting a decent squad to-
gether would not be too taxing but upon 
arrival your correspondent was dis-
mayed to learn that the 2nds were field-
ing a bare XI (numerically, not sartori-
ally) ! 
On the plus side, it was good to see an 
invigorated Alex Wyman returning to 
the fold, who threw himself into the 
game with enthusiasm, aggression, 
some much needed pace and a proper 
footballers haircut. Young Tareeq 
(Terry) Thomas made a polished second 
appearance at left back and Andrew 
Jayne again turned back the clock, al-
beit to when he was in his mid 40s, in 
midfield.
Westbury started brightly and with a 
flowing move down the right channel 
the ball pinged across the penalty area 
and up popped Bacchary to rifle home 
into the bottom right hand corner with a 
crisp finish. Regular watchers savoured 
the moment in the way one savours a 
solar eclipse or possibly spotting Hal-
ley’s comet - marvelling at the event 
and yet sad that it is unlikely to be wit-
nessed again in their lifetime - partially 
because the chances of the 2nds putting 
out a team seem to diminish by the 
week and partially because young Bac-
chary is seldom accused of reuniting 
banjos and barn doors with a great deal 

Westbury Utd 5-1 Ruardean Hill 
Rangers Reserves 

Westbury Utd cemented their heady 5th 
place spot in the division with a com-
fortable win against division basement 
dwellers Ruardean Hill Rangers Re-
serves.
The confidence of the management, 
always as fragile as a bone china tea set 
sitting atop a wonky spin dryer, was 
shaken as Ruardean Hill put up a strong 
opening and nerves were only settled 
after 5 minutes when Benny Mac scored 
a remarkable goal, chipping a volley 
over his own shoulder, over the keeper 
and into the top corner. He is proving to 
be a valuable find for the club and 
pleases the traditionalists with his 
1930’s haircut and fragile looking phy-
sique and yet he shirks at nothing in 
terms of tackling and is everywhere on 
the pitch. A fine counterpoint to 
the...er...’different skill set’ of young 
Reagan Warrington who takes a more 
static approach and expresses himself 
though a range of exquisite foot skills 
punctuated by a curious arm flapping 
motion when things go wrong.
However, after going ahead, disaster 
quickly struck as Ruardean Hill Rang-
ers scored directly from a corner to the 
chagrin of Sean The Keep but from 
there Westbury recovered and took over 
with another brace of goals from the 
free scoring Peter Pan-like figure of 
Mike Jeffries. Sylvester added another 
goal directly from a free kick which 
was missed by everyone and with a 
final flourish, substitute Morgan ran 
through to make it five. Ruardean Hill 
weren’t helped by a sending off for ar-
guing with the referee,  who had a fine 
game from Westbury’s perspective.
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8th Feb     
Westbury 3 Berry Hill 37
The Hillmen proved too strong in the 
Forest Combination Cup
Players worthy of a mention - Ryan 
Hatch on his debut and Zak Hinds, Ben 
Yeates and Will Boulton
Minchinhampton 22 Westbury 3
Chairman Ken Boulton was disap-
pointed that the pre game Peter Powell 
stunter kite demo was cancelled due to 
high winds so West braved storm Den-
nis and went down to a bulky Minch 
side  who managed to hang onto the bar 
of chocolate coloured soap longer than 
the visitors. Terrible conditions that 
forced stumps to be drawn at 60 min for 
health and safety reasons. Good  per-
formances from Zak Hinds, Max Skip-
sey and the mercurial  (oh me head, me 
arm, me back) Paul Adams, also a 
twenty minute shift from veteran 
hooker Simon Roberts, a special thanks 
to a couple of Hartpury lads who had a 
baptism of mud in the mighty blue and 
white  - storm Dennis the men-
ace ...what a storm.
Peter Miles 

of success. I desperately hope to be 
proved wrong on both counts.
Soon afterwards poor Gaz Williams got 
clumped on the ankle and, with no sub-
stitutes available, was forced to hobble 
around for the next hour, yelping with 
pain every time he kicked the ball. It 
was a brave pitiable sight and were he a 
race horse, any watching Vet would 
have started feeling a compassionate 
twitch in their trigger finger. Eventually 
he succumbed and had to leave the field 
but not before Whitecroft had benefited 
from a slight handling error by Ivan, 
who in his defence had previously mag-
nificently saved a penalty. One hesitates 
to dwell on such misfortune (I will 
though) and speaking as a cricketer not 
entirely immune from the odd bout of 
the dropsies, one could only sympathise 
with the poor keeper who went to catch 
a fairly harmless shot and doubtless 
visualising launching an attack with a 
piercing throw or rifling kick could only 
watch in horror as the ball slipped 
though his grasp, popped over his 
shoulder and rolled into the goal area -
it didn’t reach the net. 
After this misfortune and the reduction 
in playing staff down to 10 men and 
with Whitecroft bringing on a suspi-
ciously fleet of foot and skilful substi-
tute there was only one likely winner 
and with 20 minutes to go Whitecroft 
struck a well placed shot into the bot-
tom left corner to go 2-1 up.
Westbury bravely battled on and were 
not disgraced in any way fighting 
against the odds but didn’t manage any 
further shots on goal. Director of Foot-
ball Tempest was left scratching his 
head, as he shuffled off to prepare the 
post match Pizzas.
Mark Landon
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