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During the financial year ended 31 March 2023, this authority's internal auditor acting independently and on the basis
of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures and controls
in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority.

The internalaudit for 2A22123 has been canied out in accordance with this authority's needs and planned coverage.
On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the intemal audit conclusions are summarised in this tabte. Set
out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the intemal audit conclusions on whether, in all
signiflcant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financialyear to a standard adequate
to meet the needs of this authority.

For any other risk areas identified by this authority adequate controls existed (list any other risk areas on separate sheets if needed).

Date(s) internal audit undertaken Name of person who carried out the internal audit

' 
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Signature of person who
carried out the internal audit Date

and action being taken to address any

z] - (at .pr:2-f, -

weakness in control

'*Note: lf the response is 'not covered' please state when the most recent internal audit work was done in this area and when it is
next planned; or, if coverage is not required, the annual internal audit report must explain why not (add separate sheets if needed).

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2A22123 Form 3
Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other SmallerAuthorities

A. Appropriate accounting records have been properly kept throughout the financial year.

B. This authority complied with its financial regulations, payments were supported by invoices, all
expenditure was approved and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

G. This authority assessed the significant risks to achieving its obiectives and reviewed the adequacy
of arrangements to manage these.

D. The precept or rates requirement resulted from an adequate budgetary process; progress against
the budget was regularly monitored; and reserves were appropriate.

E. Expected income was fully received, based on correct prices, properly recorded and promptly
banked; and VAT was appropriately accounted for. (

F. Petty cash payments were properly supported by receipts, all petty cash expenditure was approved
and VAT appropriately accounted fsr.

G. Sataries to employees and allowances to members were paid in accordance with this authority's
approvals, and PAYE and Nl requirements were properly applied.

H. Asset and investments registers were complete and accurate and properly mainlained

l. Periodic bank account reconciliations were properly carried out during the year.

J. Accounting statements prepared during the yearwere prepared on the conect accounting basis (receipts
and payments or income and expenditure), agreed to the cash book, supported by an adequate audit
trail from underlying records and where appropriate debtors and creditors were properly recorded.

K. lf the authority certified itself as exempt from a limited assurance review in 2021122, it met the
exemption criteria and correctly declared itself exempt. {li ih* autitr-tri4.,h;.rd * ilniiie # *ssurancr
rt'v'i"e,*r ':{ its 2{i2ti2? ASA,,t iick 'i;r---I corererJ',}

L. The authority published the required information on a websiteArebpage up to date at the time of the
internal audit in accordance with the relevant legislation.

M. ln the year covered by this AGAR, the authority correctly pravided for a period for the exercise of
public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations {during the 2A22-23 AGAR period,
were public rights in relatian to the 2A2t-22 AGAR evlder:ced by a nofi'ce on the lvebsr'le and/or
autharity appraved rninutes conftrrning the dafes sefJ.

N. The authority has complied with the publication requirements for 2021/22 AGAR

Trust funds (includin charitable - The council met its responsibilities as a trustee

(seeAGAR 1 Guidance Notes)

0. (For local councils only)
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Section 1 - Annual Governailse $tatem*nt2822!23

We acknowledge as the members of:

Westbury-on-Severn Parish Council

cur resD,f,'s b l;,, 'cr ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the E'eca'ai,lr cf the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respecl i,l rne ,Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2023, that:

' . -a,=:-: ' :::: a:.;. jementSforeffectivefinancial
-.-.:.-=.'..-. r --'.- e'.elr. and forthe preparation of

- i'. - a''.a i =: z. :r=riia:e system of internal control
': -..1 -.:s-.es :as gred tc prevent and detectfraud
3-: ::--::.' a'a'e. :',';ed rts effectiveness.

3- We toot aI reasonable steps to assure ourselves
fiat frere are !.lo matters of actual or potential
rffr-mrnCaance vrith laws, regulations and Proper
Prar*k-s that couH have a significant financial effect
m fte #ty of this authority to csnduct its
hJsbress tr rrrartage its finances.

r,.: ---. i:: :-.::- :::-a--iry duringtheyearfor
.-? et:-:.:: -' z=:'.,-'= -ghis in accordance with the
': - - 'i-:-:: :' :-: ::: :'Jr15 ano Audit RegUlations.

5 ,.: :.:-:: :-' :- ::s:ssrtert of the risks facing this
z,:':--, .^_^ :t-:A al:rtcriate steps to manage those
-3. s -:-: .: ::. ^:r3cuc:ton oi internal controls and/or
at-.a-. ^-,-^-_a a,a,e, 'r;here reouired.

c ,": -: -'= -;: :--: -;-ctt :he yea'an adequate and
a': -' .t =. i:=- -' -'=-al auo t of tre accounttng

7, Vi 3 :3Cr 2::''i:r,Z"e aclicn on all matters raised
,' ':L l'ts ':^- -::-ai 3-d extemal aud t.

"Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each 'No' response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual
Govemance Statement.

This Annual Gc'.'ernance Statement was approved at a
meeting of the arrnori$r on;

\ 5l cs"( k,.t-j
and recorded as m;nute reference:

B.rt

westburyonsevern pc, org. uk

Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the meeting where

:.':':"1*e/,il
Clerk

t/
prepared its accaunting statements in accordance
with the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

t/
made proper arrangements and accepted responsibility
for safeguarding the pubilc money and resources in
its charge.

t/

has rsnly done what it has the legal pawer to do and has
complied with Proper Praclrces rn doing so.

r'
during the year gave alJ persons rnlerested the oppaftunity to
lnspecl and ask questions abotl this authority's accounts.

considered and documented the financial and offter rsks r1

faces and dealt with them properly.

t/
ananged for a competent person, independent of the financial
controls and procedures, to give an objective view on whether
internal controls meet the needs of Ihls smaller authority.

r' responded to matters brought ta its attention by internal and
external audit.

8, Vrre rcns :3..a .,,-e:-er any litigation. liabilities or
ccrm :..rer:s e , e.1.s or i"ansactions. occurnng e ther
cun-E 3r 5-:-'-.: .,:3.-enc. have a financial tmpact on
this a-than:r z'1 t,h2,s appropnate, have included them
in the :cco--: .: si::ernents.

t/

disclosed everything it sltould have about its busrness activrfy
during the year including events taking place after the year
end if relevant.

9. (For locei 3i-.:, s cr1_r; Trust funds incluoing
char;table. - at a-aaacn as tle sole manaEtng
truslee H,e c s:'ar,i:d cur accountabrlrty
respcnsicr : :s'.,".fe r-.dt,s) assels, ncluding
flnarc a1 ra!.i r . a'c : req- reo. ,ndependent
exan net 3r o. a. li:.

Tn
r'

has met all of its responsibilities where, as a body
corporate, d is a sole managing trustee of a local
lrrsl or lrusls.

:*Qcrrruv-.^^-i"-
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 20?2133 for

Westbury-on-Severn Parish Council

I certify that for the year ended 3't hlarch 2023 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
or income and expendrture basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities - a
Practitioners Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial positlon of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval

\].,a,-r---uc*-\.<
rs(csl lo.u3

Total balances and reserves atthe beginning ofthe year
as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree to
Box 7 of previous year.

Total amount of precept (orfar lDBs rates and levies)
received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants
received.

I confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

r sf os [:<r z-3

as recorded in minute reference:

B.S

*ffUwtffwhere the Accounting

u dle

52,570
1, Balances brought

foruvard 48,680

26,000 32,000
2, (+) Precept or Rates and

Levies

3 1+)Total other receipts
15,517

Tatal incame or receipts as recarded in the cashbook /ess
the precept or ratesllevies received (line 2). lnclude any
grants received.

Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf
af al! employees. lnclude gross sa/ades and wages,
e mployers N I contributions, employers pension
contributions, gratuities and severance payments.

4. (-) Staff costs

9,275 10,463

5. (-) Loan interesUcapital
repayments 1 ,108 08

Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest
made during the year an the autharity's banowings (if any).

6. (-) All other payments
15,949 63,368

Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-
book less slaff cosls (line 4) and loan interesUcapital
repayments (line 5).

7. (=) Balances caried
forward 52,570 25,148

Total balances and reserves at the end of the year. Must
equal (1+2+3) - {4+5+6).

round all figures lo'nearest f 1. Do not leave any
boxes blank and repod f0 or Nil balances. All figures must
ag re e to a ndedyi ng' fi n a ncial records.

8. Total value of cash and
short term investments 152 4

I

7i
I

I

The sum of all cunent and deposit bank accounts, cash
holdings and shod term investn'tenls held as at 31 lrlarch -
To agree with bank reconciliation.

!

L Total fixed assets plus
long term investments
and assets '.'l

The value of all the propefty the authority owns - it is made
up of all its fixed assefs and long term inveslmenfs as al
31 March.

53

10. Total borrowings lr6,7241 5,745;t;
The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all laans
from third parties (including PWLB).

The Council, as a body corporate, acfs as sole trustee and
r's responstble for managing Trust funds or assels.

11a. Disclosure note re Trust funds
(including charitable)

11b. Disclosure note re Trustfunds
(including charitable)

I

The figures in the accaunting statements above do nat
include any Trust lransacilbns.

Annual Gcvernance and Accountability Return 2422123 Form 3
Lc:a! Councrls, lnternal Drainage Boards and other SmallerAuthorities*
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Section 3 - External Auditor's Report and Gertificate 2922123

ln respect of

1 Respective responsibiiities *f tfre *uditor ancJ th* auth*rity
Our responsibiliiy as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the NationalAudit Office (NAO). A limited
assurance reyiew is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit caried out in accordance with lntemational
Standards on Auditing (UK & lreland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would.
The UK Gol,emment has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit is appropnate
for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limrted assurance revieq the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountabiliry Retum in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller anC Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website -
hltps, /wuw.nao.org.uk/code-audit-practiceiguidance-and-information-for-auditorsl .

Tn s authcrity is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has
a scund system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
ac:ordance wilh Proper Practices which:
. summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 il/arch 2023: and
. confimrs and orovides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditoi"'* !in:itt-'ql ffs${Jr*nee opinion 2A22123

':: :"ecting our opinion which we draw to the attention the

sheet if

3 External auditor certificab 2A22123
We certifo/do not certify* that we have completed our review of Sections I and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountabi[fu Retunn, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2O14, for
lhe year ended 31 March 2423.

I

r':l:!
:..:,,

ll:,'l

: :--: -,:':'::-1:--e Date

reporled on the basis of Annual Governance and Accountability Return, in
Retum is in acccrdance with Proper Practices and
and regulatory requirerrents have not been met.

i-e n':rmai on in Sections 1 and of the Annual Governance and Accountability
relevant iegislationn',e:3!'S come to oul attention giving cause for concern that

l- 3 s:pa.ate sheet ifrequired)

:- - -: : - ..'- =-,: ard Accountability Return 2A22123 Form 3
-: : - I ''- -: s r-:ernal Drainage Boards and other SmallerAuthorities*
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